Fall 2008 Coach’s Guidelines

Middlebury Soccer Association (MSA) - www.eteamz.com/middleburysoccer
· MSA travel teams coordinator – Jackie Mulhall (Jackie.Mulhall@sbcglobal.net), 598-7440, 695-1030 (cell).  

· Soccer Extreme (SE) will be used again this season to coach one practice per week for those teams that choose to use this service.  Once we have coach info from Soccer Extreme, it will be up to the MSA coaches to directly work with the SE coach to determine if practice is on or not on days when the weather is questionable. For sessions at MES after school, you need to make sure that at least one parent is there to get the kids out of the school and onto the field.  If we abuse this privilege, we will lose it.  Also, at least one parent or coach should be at all practices with the SE coaches in case a child gets hurt or needs attention for some reason.  The SE coach can not be responsible for that.  We will start the week of Sept. 1 and go through the week of Nov. 3.  Each team should get 8 practices out of this window. It is up to you to work directly with your SE coach to make up any rain outs, etc.  The Soccer Board is paying for 8 sessions per team, so please make sure you are using them.

· After all practices and games, please make sure to dispose of all trash.  

· Due to insurance issues, any adult who may help coach the team, either at practice or at games, needs to have coach’s pass.  You may have as many adults rostered with passes as you want, however only three may be on the sidelines during a game.  No coaching is allowed from the parent’s side of the field.  The parent’s side of the field is the side opposite of where the coaches are.  No parents are allowed on the coach’s side of the field.  If you have parents that may help out, get them a coach’s pass.  

· Games start the weekend of Sept. 6 weather and field condition permitting.  Division B & C teams play mostly on Saturday and Division A teams play on Sunday.  U9, U10 and U11 games will be played at Ledgewood.  U12 and up games will be played at Meadowview.  

· Division B and C at all ages and Division A at U9, U10 and U11 requires that all players play at least 50% of each game. MSA encourages coaches to give all players a fair amount of playing time throughout the season.  This also means that there should not be situations where the stronger players on the team play most of the games and the weaker players are rotated out more frequently.  Please note that playing time is an issue that the Middlebury Soccer Association takes very seriously.  We do not expect each child to play exactly the same amount of time each game however we do expect that reasonable attempts will be made to give each player fair playing time.  Any abuse of this will be addressed by the Board of Directors of Middlebury Soccer Association.

· The following are the regulations for ball size and length of the half for each age group.  It is a good idea to remind the refs at the beginning of the game what the halves are.  The refs do games for many age groups, so a reminder is a helpful to them.

· U9 & U10 – 2 35 minute halves, size 4 ball

· U11 & U12 – 2 40 minute halves, size 4 ball (need to confirm U11 with field size change)

· U13 & U14 – 2 40 minutes halves, size 5 ball

· There is a mandatory coach’s meeting on Aug. 27 at St. John’s Church in Watertown at 6:30 for girls teams and 7:30 for boys teams.  You will get your game schedule at this meeting.  Once we get the game schedules, MSA will assign game time for home games and the schedule will be distributed to all coaches.  
· Uniforms can be ordered through middleburysoccer.gotpms.com for those players who need new uniforms.  These are the same uniforms as Middlebury Soccer is currently using.  An email was sent to all coaches with details.

· For home games, the home team is required to pay the refs, have flags in the corners of the fields, provide a game ball and make sure that the teams do not have the same color shirts.  The home game schedule will be emailed out shortly after April. 1.  Once you get your game schedule, contact the coaches for your home games and let them know time and place of the game.  U9, U10, U11 home games are played at Ledgewood and U12 and up games are played at Meadowview.  Find out the color of the other team’s shirts to determine if you need to have your team wear pinnies.  It is the home team’s responsibility to wear a different color shirt if both teams have the same or similar color.  You must also bring the game card that comes in your coach’s packet, make sure the refs and the other coach initial it and mail it in.  MSA gets fined for game cards not submitted. 

· For all games, you must bring your official roster and player passes.  Refs will not allow you to play the game without these.  Any player who is not on your team roster may not be on the field and any coach without a pass may not be on the sidelines.  No coaching is allowed from the parent’s side and only three coaches are allowed on the sidelines during the game.  This can result in a forfeit of the game as well as other penalties by the district.

· It is the expectation of the Middlebury Soccer Association that all coaches, players and parents will treat all referees with respect.  Any mistreatment of refs will be addressed by the board. 

· Once the schedules are set and we know how many home games each team has, each coach will be a given a check for ref money.  It is then your responsibility to pay the refs from this money. An Email will go out with info on ref fees and how to get your check for ref fees.  Please make sure to get exact change for refs each week.  Refs can not be expected to make change to get paid.  A suggestion is to get the right breakdown of money when you cash your ref fees check from MSA.

· Approved new fee schedule for referees for the Fall Season as follows: U10 and Under travel referees get $30 for a center referee and $20 for sidelines (up from $25 + $18). U11 and up Division 1 $40 + $25, and Division 2 $35 + $25. This was done to be in line with the bordering towns.
· If it is raining on practice or game days, please use your best judgement as to whether or not to play.  MSA will not make decisions as to whether or not fields are open.  Keep in mind that too much play in the rain on our fields ruins them, however we to balance that with the need to get games in.  If you do cancel a game, you need to contact Karl Buckley (598-0797) to let the refs know that the game is cancelled.

· Information is posted on the MSA website at www.eteamz.com/middleburysoccer.  Other valuable information can be found at the CJSA (CT soccer association we play in) website at www.cjsa.com and the northwest district (our district) at www.nwsoccer.com.   The web site will be used to announce field closings when conditions are extreme.

· Coaches will all be given a bag of equipment and a set of flags (for U12 and up).  Have each players bring their own ball to practice.  You will receive one game ball for the season – use it only for games and clean it after games.  Walter Crudele will coordinate getting the equipment to you.  There are also ice packs available at Ledgewood at the snack bar if you need to replenish these.  

· If you need to reschedule a game for any reason, please send an Email request to Jackie Mulhall (jackie.mulhall@sbcglobal.net).  Jackie will confirm field availability and once the updated time has been confirmed, Karl Buckley will be notified to schedule refs.  If you want to reschedule a practice contact Jackie Mulhall.

· Most children are rostered on one and only one soccer team. In some cases, a child may be placed on the roster of multiple travel soccer teams. This is called double-rostering. In specific circumstances this is allowed in our soccer league. Middlebury Soccer (MSA) sometimes needs to use the option of double rostering in order to make sure that all of our teams have enough kids to play.  The following are some points about double rostering. 

· Chidren can be double-rostered up to an older team or across to a same age group team. Since MSA tries to place kids on teams with kids in their grade, sometimes a child will be double-rostered to a younger team since they are age eligible to play on the younger team. 

· Each child that is double-rostered has a primary team. They know what that team is. The team they are double-rostered to is their secondary team. They will always play the game for their primary team and play only if needed for the secondary team.  They will be notified by the coach if they are needed to play. 

· "If needed" means that there will not be enough players to play the game. This means having the number of kids required on the field (8 or 11) and a couple of subs (1 or 2). It does not mean having a double-rostered player play the game so that you will have a stronger team. 

· Kids that are playing for a secondary team should not play more minutes than any child for whom it is the primary team. The double-rostered players should be used as subs to help the team where needed. They have already played a full game for their primary team.   However if you do request a player who is double-rostered to come to a game, they should play at least 50% of the game so they get reasonable playing time.

· Players should practice with their primary team.

· Coaches and parents should report any abuse of this to the Middlebury Soccer Board. MSA takes seriously any situations of abuse of this policy. The intent of this policy is to make sure that all kids have a team to play on with enough players.

· Coaches and refs should always make sure that there are sandbags holding down the goals at Ledgewood.  Those goals get moved often, and it is critical that they are anchored before any game.  There have been recent instances in other states of children being killed by a goal falling on them.

· MSA will give a team $75 towards an end of season party for travel teams.  You need to submit a receipt to the treasurer for reimbursement.

· MSA will pay $300 toward one tournament per year per team that chooses to play in tournaments.

